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\ 

� 

INSIDE: 
U2 
U2 
U3 

Annie's Mailbox U4 
U4-5 

1 * section U TUESDAY. November 11, 2003 THE SUN 
FASHION 

Gender benders:Jl :It's a man's, world . 1 1,. , 
ill womenswear. 

PAGEU6 

By La Rue V. Baber 
Staff Writer 

���� �� 

The Arabian KnIghts are changing peoBle's 
views, one comedy club crOWd. a..������.. e. 

Maz Jobraru, Sam Tnpoli, Ahme1F 
Ahmed and Aron Kader fonned ArabiAn 
Knights three years ago thanks. to the:'Vi-
sian ofMitzy Shore, owner ofWe Los 

Angeles Comedy Store where they perform on a 
regular basis. 
. "fMitzy) did it as a gesture of peace. She had 

"3n.epiptrcmy that therewas going to be a war be-
Wieen.:Ainmca' ������� Middle East. She said, 

··'God told'me <m.dwhe'n it happens Arabs are 
going to be even more misrepresented.' We 
all got chills up our spmes. But she was 
right," Ahmed, 33, said by phone durmg a 
recent interview. 

It's an understatement to say that being a 
Middle Eastern American isn't easy in today's turbu k 

lent rimes of war and hatred. But these guys aren't 
afraid to speak then minds and let humor badge the 
gaps ofprejudice, misunderstandrng and anger. 

"Ow' show allows us to show a side of .A.mencan 
MIddle Eastern upbringing and culture that our socIety 
isn't used to," said Ahmed, who was born in 
Egypt and brought to the states by his father 
when he was 1 month old 

"What's so Important about thiS show IS in-
formation IS put out there in a very funny_way. 
¥QQ get them to �������� then you slip them 

_><-me·troth," the ArmenianpSicihan Tnpoh, 30, said 'S' 

by phone. "I've seen it move people I've seen it 
�������������� - .. '\.' 

. Arid they've seen It hft tlle spints ��� Middle East! \.-
. ern Amencans who are- used to being the bI-unt of 
many comedians' jokes. . 

"I think the Arab community sees this as their show, 
��������� they get beat up enough on stage ��� other co-
������� They kinda don't want te hear it. They want 
us to voice their opinlOns," Tripoli s&id. 

'There's a Middle Eastern .Amelican audienct out 
there of people like me who've grown up here, who 
are American, who listen to hlp hop or whatever. And 
there- was nobody to fill that void for them," said Job-
rani, who was born in Iran and moved to the U.S. 
when he was 6. 

That IS, until the AIablan Krughls fonned. 
But, Jobram qUIckly added that the show IS not just 

for Middle Eastern Americans People of all ethnic 
backgrounds can appreciate their .1es{S about life, fami-
ly, love and growing up an American 

With such great success in Los Angeles, the ArabIan 
Knights began touring-the nation thlS year. Now 
they're packing clubs in New York, Washington. D.C., 
and most recently Inrine. 

They've had some difficulty bookIng other states, 
though. 

"Club owners don't know that there's an audience 
for it. It's probably like what b!ack comics were 
gOing through when they were breaking in_ It's not 
so much racism, but more like, 'Who's going to 
come see you?' " saId Jobrani, who played 
Moly, the doughnut store owner, in "Friday 
After Next." 

RIght after 9-11, the rour had the most diffi-
culty booking gigs. Some even changed their 
stand-up routines. � 

"After 9-11, I ljterally was realty afraid 
to do my act," Kader, 30, said. "Fvr almost 
a week., I just didn't mention that 1 was an Arab 
and I hied to do other Jokes ,. 

Kader, who grew up in Utah 'With a Pa1estlman 
Se. KNIGHTSlU3 

Arabian 

comic 

"What's so important 
about this show is 
information is put out 
there in a very funny 
way. You get them to 
laugh and then you 
sUp them the truth'.-
I've seen it move 
people. I've seen it 
inform people." 

-Sam Tripoli 

COMEDY PREVIEW 
What: Arabian KnignlS 
When: 8:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Wher.: Irrlprov 4555 Mills 
CirCle, Ontano 
Tickets: $15 
Infnrmalinn: (909) 484-5411 
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