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Four comics of Middle Eastern
lineage come to Improv
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COMEDY PREVIEW he Arabian Knights alre changing peogle s
What: Arabian Knights views, one comedy club crowd at ¢ €.
When: 8:30 p.m. Wednesday Maz Jobram, Sam Trpoli, Ahme /

R N Ahmed and Aron Kader formed Arahiin /
Where: Improv. 4555 Mills K.mgh(s three years ago thanks to the'vi- /
Circte, Ontang sion of Mitzy Shore, owner of thie Los /
Tickets: $15 Angeles Comedy Store where they perform on a /
Information: (303) 484-5411 B regular basis,

- “(Mitzy) did it as a gesture of peace. She had

“an epiphany that there was going to be a war be-

=°':  tween-America amithe Middle East. She said,
~‘God told'me and-when it happens Arabs are
going to be even more misrepresented.” We
all got chills up our spines. But she was
right,” Ahmed, 33, said by phone durng a
recent interview.

It's an understatement to say that being a
Middle Eastern American isn’t easy in today’s turbu-
lent times of war and hatred. But these guys aren’t
afraid to speak their minds and let humor bridge the

“What's s0 imponant gaps of prejudice, misunderstanding and anger.

A ; “Our show allows us to show a side of American \
about this show is Middle Eastern upbringing and culture that our society
f : : isn't used to,” said Ahmed, who was borz in
mfurmﬁtmn is put out Egypt and brought to the states by his father
there in a very funny when he was 1 month old
“What’s so important about this show is in-
way. You get them 1o formation 1s put out there in a very funny.way.
laugh and then you . You get them to laugh and then you slip them )
slip them me truth - ~oeonthe truth, the Armenian-Sicihan Tripoly, 30, said ..z

by phone. “I've seen it move people I've seen it

I've seen it move
people. I've saen it y’ve seen 1t hift the spints ¢: Middle Eastr
. s .ern Americans who are used 1o being the brunt of
inform people. many comedians® jokes.

— Sam Yripoll “I think the Arab community sees this as their show,
whereas they get beat up enough on stage by other co-
médians They kinda don’ t want to hear it. They want
us to voice their opinions,” Tripoli said.

- “There’s a Middle Eastern American audience out
there of people like me who’ve grown up here, who
are American, who listen to hip hop or whatever. And
there was nobody to fill that void for them,” said Job-
rani, who was born in Iran and meved to the U.S.
when he was 6.

That 1s, unti] the Arabian Krughts formed.

But, Jobrani quickly added that the show 1s not just
for Middle Eastern Americans Peaple of all ethnic
backgrounds can appreciate their jests about life, fami-
ly, love and growing up an American

With such great success in Los Angeles, the Arabian
Kanights began touring the nation this year. Now
they’re packing clubs in New York, Washington, D.C.,
and most recently Irvine.

They’ve had some difficulty booking other states,
though.

“Club ewners don’t know that there’s an audience
for it. It's probably like what black comics were
going through when they were breaking in. It’s not
so much racism, but more like, ‘Who’s going to
come see you?” ” sard Jobrani, who played
Moly, the doughnut store owner, in “Friday
After Next.”

Rught afier 9-11, the four had the most diffi-
culty booking glgs Some even changed their
stand-up routines. +

comic

The Arabian

“After 9-11, I literally was really afraid Knights are,
to do my act," Kader, 30, said. “For atmost from top,
a week, [ just didn’t mention that I was an Arab Ahmed Ahmed.
and I tried to do other jokes ” Aron Kader,
Kader, who grew up in Utah with a Palestunian Sam Tripoli and
Ses KNIGHTS/U3 Maz Jobrani.
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